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The Duty of Communimnts. ;

ments of God of none effel?, CMatth, 15, 6, Hee
{peakes there 'of their duties that they didin a
wromg manner,and their expounding the Scrip-
wre , thatthey did ina wrong wife; and their
facrifice, their offerings, and tithings, their pre-
cepts, and many things that wereall done after
another fafhion then God had commanded;
therefore faith Chrilt, T hus,they make the Com-
mandements of God of none effeét. Sowe makeall
the duties of Gods worfhip of none effe&. We
know there is neveran ordinance of God, but it
hath great effe& if ic bee rightly performed.
Prayer is of greateffett, it isable to rend hea-
ven, it is able to pulldown Godto the foule, it
is able to wraftle ourablefling , to quicken the
heart,to obtain of God every thing wee want:
but if a man pray notaright ; a man may pray,
and goe away never a whit the more holy, nor
more quickned, nor neererto heaven, nor com- |
fort, So preaching and hearing, they are admi-
rable Ordinances , what powerfull effefts have
they wronght when they have been done in 2}
right kind 2 People have cried out, and been |
converted atthem ; and many a manhath been |
pulled out of the power of Satan to the King- |
dome of JefusChrift. They hadroyallglorious |
effects upon many thoufand foules. But whatis |
the reafon that our hearing isfo ineffeCtuall? Be- |
caufé we heare not in a right manger, this makes |
the Ordinance of God of none effed, it|
makes Prayer of no effe&, the Word of no |
effet, the Sacramepts, and Sabbath of no effe; ‘
you |
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| you fee people partake of thefe tﬁings s and are

|right manner of doing duties that pleafeth
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T

never the wifer.
Laftly, it cannot pleafe God, it is oncly the

God,asin 1 Thefl. 4.1, 45 yee have received of us
How yee ought to walke , and toplesfe God, Mark,
there is the manner, That yee may know HO 1p
to walk, and bythat to pleafe God, It is nog
enough for a man. to walk in good duties,
that a man may doe, and not pleale God: bur
(faith he)yee bavereceived the manner H O W o
walk and to pleafe God. Tt is the mamner How thar
pleateth God. A manmay walke to hel! npon
heayens ground, hee may goe to hellin the ways
of God,irispofiible. Suppofea man thould go |.
and take (if it were poflible ) all the furface of |
ground between this placeand York, and lay it
between this placé and Dover, a man might go |
to Doverupon York ground.So many a marn fays |

\ving the Sacrament, thdtis, by preparing of

the Ordinances of God in hell way': hee walkes
in the way to hell, and|there hee layes his
prayers, and there his hiearing, and his good
dutics: hee prayesevery day, andheares eve-
ry day, and doth good duties every day, and
yet walksto hell; hee goes to hell on" heavens
ground. The reafonis, becaufe hee doth the
duotie, and doth notobferve the manner how he!
dothit, ‘

The third thing is, the rule of dire@ion, how
we'may come to the right manner of recei-

a mans felfe: and the preparation is here fet
i downe
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downe by the fpecification of it, namely, ‘in ex-
amining himfelfe, Let 2 man examine bimfelfe
and fo les him eae of that Bread , awd drink of that

l'”.

The generallfcope ot thefe words, and the A-
poftles meaningin them, is this, That

Every man mnft prepare bimfelfe beforche come |0pferv,3
to the Lords; Table. Every
I cannot ftand on this, I will omely nameit, |man muft

As inthe Sacrament of the Paffover,there was EECP;;;
preparation to the Paffover. In Joh. 19. 14.itis ,o;‘};:e{,’g
| faid of the Difciples of Chrift, that they maderea- | ome o |
dy the Paffover, In Matth. 36, they made the [he Lords
{ Lamb ready,and the room ready,and themfelves {Table.

ready, and the Table rcady, and every thing
ready. Soin theSacramentofthe Lords Supper,
wherein Chrift is the true Palchall Lamb, when
we come to eare of him, wee!muft make every |
thing ready, faith ready, and repentance ready,
and interedt in the’ promifes ready, and hun-
gerand thirft after thefe {pirirall dainties rea-
dy,every thing muft be readv : or elfe,like aman
| that comesintothe field to battell, that hath not

gocten his {word, or his weapons ready, that is
the way for-himfelfe tobeekilled : foitiis when
wee come to the Communion, and have not all
things ready. it is the way tobe damned.

The reafons ofthisare,

Fitft, becaufe the Sacrament isand Ordinance (Reafin: |
of God: Now all the Ordinances of God re- |[tis Gods
quire preparation, they are all {pirituall,and na. [ordinence.
turally a manis carnafl, and thercfore cannot be | :

prepa- |

et P
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prepared,, Asit is with wood,, there isnever a

treein the wood,but it is unprepared for buil-
ding. Lsthere any cree in the wood of the fa-
thion ofa Chimney, or of a Lintell, or a Doorc?
It muft firft be prepared,as it is Prov, 24,727,
Fir i prepare shy work, withowt, and. then build thise

bonfe. -Soevery ordinance isto build a man up.

in the feare of God, in the grace of God,and in
Religion : Now man is naturally unprepared
foric ; Firlt, a man muft fell his wood, and then
cut it,and hew it even, and carveit, and plane

‘it fic, and prepareitbefore hebuild : Soa man

mmaft hew downe his own heart, he muft hum-
ble hisowne foule, and qualifieall withid him,
and fo be fan&ified before hee be fic.

As for example : In prayer, aman muft bee
prepared to prayer before he pray ;s he muft pre-
pare hishearg,and then Godseares will hearken
toit.. In Pfal. 10, 17. The Lord will have the
heart prepared before he heare the prayer, Soit
is with theword of God , a man muft bee pre-
pared before he hearc it : Asa man that preach-
eth muft be prepared before he preach , as Exira
is faid toprepare bz heart; Exraq. 10. Hee pre-

pared his beart 20 doe the Law , and to teach it.

So a Minifter cannot preach, except he be pre-
pared beforehand, with a commiffion from God,
with preferving knowledge, with a coale from
Gods Alrar , with a {pirit of wifdome and un-
derftanding , with a law -of kindneffe in his

ltps, wit meditation, and with a Theam fit- |/

ted in his mouth for the people; hee muft bee
b \ pre-

s
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prepared with a burning anda frining light; or
elfc hee fhall not edifie the congregation : Soit
is with all other ordinances. For humbling
of a mans foule, a man cannot humble his
heare, except he be prepared toit, Amos 4. 12.
Prepare to meet thy God , he fpeaks of humihiati-
on. Ifa man would humble himfelf before God,
if he be not prepared, if his heart be not prepa-
red toletgoe the world, his worldly profits, and
vaine pleafures, and carnall acquaintance, his
wonted lufts, and former delights. If hee bee
not prepared to let thefe goe, whenhe comes to
keepa Faft, or toaffti& his foule, and goes a-
long to doe the dutie 5 folay him{clfe down be-
fore Almighty God; fome luft or other will
ftick inhis teeth s and intercept his heart, hee
(hall never beabletodoe it : as Samwel faid to
the people; 1f yomwil trrnto the Lovd, prepare
your bearts todoe is, 1.Sim. 7. Soit muft beein
lall the ordinances of God, and much more in
the Sacrament,

Secondly , another Reafon is, becaufe the
Lord Chrift hath made great preparations to
provide the LordsSupper ; therefore wee muft
be prepared to eat it, You know what a great
deale of adoe there was before this Supper was
made. Chrift muft be incarnate , and fulfill all
righteoufhefle, hee muft conclude it upon his
fuffering ; he muft tread 1he Wine-pre[fe alune, and
{uffer himfelfe to bebeaten and rejected of Gad
and men, and fufer death , the curfed death of the
Croffes allthefe things were concluded upon,

' R before
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Redf. 3.
Chrift
lookes for
gooJ_Cn—
tertamn-
ment,

before this holy and bleffed Supper was provi-
ded. Come (faith hee ) 1 have prepared my dinner,
Matth, 22. Mark, Chrift 1s fain to prepaie his

| dinner , he makesa great Feaft : there was great

preparation for it; fo there muft be great prepa-
ration of our foules before we can come to this
holy banquet. Ttistrie among men, ‘there ma
be great prepararion for a fealt, andlittle or no-
thing for the eating of it. Sometimes there are
two or threedayes preparationfora Feaft, and
itis eaten prefently. The reafon is,becaufe mag
naturally hungers after meat and drink, andhe
alwayes provides twice or thrice in twenty four
houres, for eating and drinking : But the Lords
Supper is a {pirituall banquet, amanis every
day,and houre, and momenr, naturally unfi¢ for
it; and there is much adoe to putan edgenpon
mensappetites’, and a keennefle upon mens de~
fires, cthat they may bee fitted and prepared
forie,

Thirdly, another reafonis, becauft the Lord
Chrift, when headminifters himfelfein this hea-
venly myftery, he offers to come intothe foule,
and helooks for goodentertainment ; and there-
fore: of neceflicy there muft bee preparation
forit. Youfee whena morrall man, an earthly
Prince, oraNoble man comes to another mang
fioufe, whata deale of preparation there isto
provide forhim : there is meat made ready, and
purging the houfe, and fiweeping the yard, and
trimming fup the very pales, and every thing,
and making clean all the Chambers, and ridding

our
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out whatfoever fillsit;and every thing that is out
of 'orderis fetincune ;- And whar will my Lord
think 2 and what'willhis Majefty think? he will
thinkhe is flighred and- contemned : And when
he comes in, it'may be, hisowne children fhall
ferve, and hisowne wite wait at the Table; and
there is running upand down of errands, and a
greacdealeof adozto give fuch a one enterrain-
ment, There is preparation to enrertain a mun,
as Saint Pawd {aid to Philemm , Iwill that thox
prepare me a lodging : how much more wheo the
erernall God fhall come under a mans reofe, and
dinewith him? _

Laftly, becaufe the Sacrament of the Lords
Supper, itis a part of Chrifts lat Will and] ! efta-
ment. Now icisa terrible ching when we know
our Lords witl,and prepare not for the doing of
it. Lookin Luke 12. 48. he thatknew it not, did
things worthy of firipss 3 butin verll-47. Thar
fervant that kpew bes Lords will, and prepared not
binffe, neither did according to bas will [ball be
beaten with many ftripes, that man fhall be damined
with much damnation: he thallbe damned dee-
perthen any body, Doft'thou know that the
Lords Table, that this bleffed Sacrament, 1t is
pareof Chriftslaft Teftament? and wiltthcu not
prepare thy feltefor ir, to get an humble Feare,
and labour for a holy life, and feek for a thirfly
foule, and vow upon new obedience, and enter
into covenant with the Lord Jefus Chrift, for a
better -kind of converfation for the time to
come? Wilcthou not goe and examine thine
' R 2 own

Reaf 4.
It is pare
of Chrifts
laft Tefta=

mesnt,

, Luk.12.
48.
verf47.
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own foul,and goe and reform whatloever is a-
miflein thy family, in thy place and calling ?
Wilt thou not doe thefe things to prepare for | -
this holy will of Jefus Chrilt? thou fhalt bee
damned deeper then amy body elfz, becaufe
this is 2 part of Godslaft Will and Tefta-
ment, and thou knoweft it, and
therefore woe unto thee if
thou prepare not
for it.

et e e e . b el
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And Perfons reprovcd

A Sermon preached by Mr. willinm
Fenner Minifter of Gods word.

Prov. 29,1,

He that being often repravea’ bardeneth
bis neck, (ball fuddenly be deﬂro)ed and
that without remedly.

‘Hc{'e words by reafon of the am-
; biguity in the Hebrew tongue,.
they beare two expoﬁtlonc,and
our Englith can fuffcr bue
one.

The firlt Expofition is this,
Hee that rep: overb another y and hardeneil bis owne

necks 5 fball (uddenly be deﬁ‘rayed and that withont
: R 3 remedys
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remedy. The otheris,aswehave it here tranfla-
ted, He that being often reproved , bardeneth bis

“|wecke , (hall faddenly be defiroyed, and that withous

remedy.

Idcfireto fpeakeof both thefe expofitions,
for feare I fhould miffe the true fenfe of this
Text.

For the firft, itisatruthof God every where
confirmed in the Seriptures, that hee that re-
proves another,and yet hardeneth his own heart,
hee doth but make a rod for his owne backe,

‘hee palls fadden deftruétion upon his owne

{elfe.

Then fecondly, there is no hinderancefrom |.
the context, but thatthis may beethe meaning
of the text: youknow the Proverbs have little
or no coherence, excepttwo or three chapters.
Indeed thereis a coherence in them , but gene- |
rally through theProverbs there isnone : {o that |
if the textit felfe will beare one expofition as
well as another indifferently, the meaning none
ean tell, oncly as it is hit,

Thirdly and laftly , the Text it felfe favours
this expofition : for {o the' word in the Hebrew
s, Amanof veproofes , thatbardens bis owne neck
Poall fwddenly bee defiroyed , and that without re-
medie,

Now ‘the Queftion 35, Whether the wife
mans meaning herebe of the a&uall reproofe,
the reproving of another 5 or of paffive reproof,
this is undetermined which of thefe is meant.

" A'man canhave no lightfrom the coherence,
none
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| néne inthe world ; and from the text it felfe,

there is as much reafon why we fhouldexpound
itone way (even almoft) as the other, Sothat I
fay, for feare 1 fhould et goe the true meaning
of the wife man, 1defire to {fpeak a little of the
altive {enfe, He ghat often reprovetl another, andyet
bardeneth bis own neck o fall fuddenly be deftroyed,
andthat without yemedy, From hence I,may ob-
ferve, that e -

oA reprover (whether aMafter or a Minifter,or
aMagiltrate, or aFather, oraprivate Chriftian,

e —

i

be he what he will be ) that reproueth another, and
yet 25 guilty bimfelfe ( eitherinthe fame Kinde, or
elfeinanother, or in any kind) and hardeseth bz
own beart in it, that man [ball fuddenly bee deftroyed
withont vemedy. :
Take a Preacher that preacheth ftric doGrine
to the people, that is very zealous againit cheir

& finnes, he is up wich hell and damnaticn againft |

their filthy courfes < he preacheth for quickning,
but himfelfe is not qnickned ; hee threatueth
| judgmentsagainft hardneffe of heare, and yet he
hath abard heast himfelfe ; this man pulls de-
{ ftru&tion upon his owne pate. Hee is like the
Pharifees, that impofed #pon others grievons bur-
dens andbeavie 10 be borne, but wonld not tonch them

with one of their fingers themfelves Matth. 2.3.4,

The reafon of this is, becaufe
Fieft fuch a reprover of finne, it is againft his
office : the office of a reprover binds him to
beblamelefle, as the Apoftle fpeakes, e4 Bifbop
mitft be blameleffe, 1 Tim, 3.2. Every Cl};}iﬁia}g
' ou

Obferv, v
A guilty

hardned
reprover,
thallbe
deftreyed,

Matrh.23:
Reafin.x

Itis a-
gainft his
office,

I Tim,3.2

s
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Gal.6, .

Reaf, 2,
H= cannot
¢prove to
 right
nd.
Vatch.7.3

(hould beblameleffe,how much more Minifters,
that beare the office of reprovers, they fhould
beblamelefle ? Nay, ifa man, though hee take
not the office of a reprover, yet it hee beare the
perfon of a reprover (as every private Chriftian
muft whenGod callshim to it for every man
may be called tojreprove) though he have no au-
thority overanother, though hee beea private
man, be may beare the perton though not the of-
fice of areprover, Now a manmult be unculpa-
ble, and uriblameable himfelfe, or ¢lfe he finnes
againft his perfon. If a manreprove another for
being carnall, himfelfe maft be {pirituall, Gul, 6.
1. If any mar be overtaken with a fault, yee that are
(piritnall,restore bim, The reprover, the exhor-
ter, and admonifher, muft be fpirituall, if hee
would draw another to be fpirituall.

Secondly, fuch a reprover.as is guilty himfelf
in that kind, orin any other kind, hee can never
reprove toarightend, why feeft thon a moat in
thy brothers eye,and confidercfF not the beswe intbhine
owneye ? Hatth 7,verf. 3. Why (faithhe) to
what end ? what is that thou lookeft ar,
thou art fevere to efpye . faults in thy

brothers eye? To what enddoeft thou rc- |
prove him ® What is the reafon ? What 1s

the thing theu would have, that thou find-
deft fadde with bim? why feeft thon a moar
in thy brothers eye? As it hece thould fay, thy
end can neverbe good, it cannot be to doe thy
brother good . for then thou wouldeft due thy

{elte good firft : It isnot becaufe thou hateft l;_n ;
or
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for then thou wouldeit deteft thy owne finne, It
cannotbeout of agood principle, or to a good
end. Itis either becaufe thouart a bufie body in
other mens matters,or thou art cenforious, thou
loveft to be medling; orbecanfe thou hateft thy
Erother,and wouldft wreak thy malice on him;
thou wouldeft fzin thame and difgrace him, and
by beating him downe, get thy felte up 5 or thou
wouldeft get a cover to thy owne confcience ; it
muft be fome {uch end, it cannot be a good end.
Chrift puts it to a mans confcience, why hee |
reproves his brother, whenhee is faulty him- |
fclfe. : : 1
Thirdly, another Reafonis, fuch a reprover Reaf,3.
cannever doeit in a right manner , as Chrift |Norina
{aith , Matth.7, 4. How wilt thow fay to thy bro- | right man-
thirylet mie pullthe moat out of thine eye | when be- | ner.
bold a beam t8'in thine orwon eye ? How wile thon Matth.7-4
doeit? In what falhion, or fort ? How wilt
thou be able tobring thisabout # A man thatis
a reprover, had need tohave avery cleare fight
of his own, that fees another mans fanlts, and
will fet another to rights, he had need to havea
good judgment, to {ee all the the circamftinces
of reproof, and rebuke,thar deals with another.
Aslong asaman hath abeam in his owne eye, as
long ashe hathlufts in hisown heart, that will
blind his judement,and darken& cover his eyes,
and make him thathe fhallnot be able to fee to
goeahout it. How canft thou poffibly fay to thy
brother, let me pull the moat out of thine eye,
when there isabeam in thincowneye?

A
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A man that isto reprove another , a Mafter
that will reprove his fervant, or a Father his
children, ora Minifter that will reprove his
people, or a Magiftrate that will reprovethofe
thar are committed to his charge, or any bro-
ther that will reprove another , hee muit doe it
with a {pirit ot compaffion, with bowels of
\ pitie , witha fenfe and feeling : there is a great
‘deale of wifedome and diferetion to bee obfer-
ved in this a&. Now whena man hatha beam
in hisowne eye, how fhallhe be able to doe ir?
That man that is faulcy and guilty himfelfe, ei-
ther he muft reprove too harfhly,and rigoroufly,
or too fparingly , cr too infultingly, hee muft
doeitin a2 wrong manner, itcan never bee fin-
cerely and truly done, aslong asaman hath a
luftin his owne heart, and hee himfelfis guil-
ty and faulty, that isa reprover of his brother,
Nay , the party reproved, is holpen toretort on
him,How doft thou tell me of pride,and world-
lineffe,and covetoufnefle ? Who fo proud and
covetous as thou ? Thus a man thall be ready to
be hicin the teeth.

Reaf. 4. Fourthly, fuch a reprover is an hypocrite. It
Irishypo- | is no Chriftian reproofe for a man todo fo. Wilt
crifie. thou goe and finde fault with chy fervant for his
lazineffe in thy fervice, when thou art lazie in
Gods fervice? Wilt thou find fault with thy
brother for bis pride , and thou art full of fa-
fhions ? Wilt thou condemne the finnes of the
titnes,and thou liveflt in fome luft 2 Thisis no.
thing but hypocrifie, Thou makeft as if thoy
didg

P o e am
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didft ftand fo much for obedience toGod; fand.
oh ! there is this and that fin againft Godjawhen

thy felfe isafinner in thaty, or in-anotheiizkind |

this is hypocrifie,as Chrift faich- heve; Thou- by

pmiu,ﬁgﬂ;aﬂ the _bqgm,azg dfhine.owme eye) @ |
then thou [hals fee clearlyto ceft the. moas, ont) of x|

brothers-eye. T hot hypoesite :Mark, it is anad of
hypocrifie when a man.goss to finde faule with
another,beforé he has gone to redreffe hisowne
foule ; topurge his owne; confcience, and-have
thook hands with the wages of suigmity his: owne
felfe , before a manhaye done this,it is hypocri-
fie to.deale with another, For when amsnre-
proves another, he takes.a forme upon himfelfe
of one that is zealousagaint finnejand an enémy
to all finfull pralifes: Now what is this but
hypocrifie, when a man hath not this in him that
he pretends? whenaman finds fault with ano-
thers pride,as if he were humble forfooth, with
anothers worldlinefle, as if hee were liberall ;
when aman doth fo, he incurres the guilt ofhy-
pocrifiein reproving another,

Fifthly,another Reafon is, becaufe fuch a re-
prover is inexcufable, his reproving of another
mans finne, makes him inexcufable for his owne,
asthe Apoltle fpeakes, Roms, 2.3, Therefore thos
art incxcfable , O man, whofoever thow art, that
judgeft : for wherein thow judgeft anotber, thowcon-
demneft thy felfe, for thou docft tbe d]‘ame thing,
Marke, thv owne mouth thall condemne thee;
thon findeft fault with another manspride s it
{eemes he is to be condemned for it, then God

T}r’ and Perfqn;;r?pr@ed. o
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Reafin 6
ITtis ab-
furd,

Rom.2. 2.1

Reaf 7.
It is im-
pudencic.
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condemnes thee “for thyopride. ‘Thy pride is a
 faire mdrk for Gads jultice; becaufe thoti' Con-
demilefradothen’ Doft thou find faule wichf ‘-
| mothers hardneffedf hedstjand ill willand Biek.
| wardnede o anyehinig clise is good,"and e
thougre backward P THod expofeft thine owie
| {fouleo the judgement'of God; thou haft tanght
(asit were)) Almighty'Gdd how to’condemnié
thee for thy own lufts d6d corruptions. ~© "
Aghin fixthly, anocher Reafon is this,bécatife
fuch a reprover is am abfurd perfon, it'is abfiitd
torepgove another and be faultie ones felfe, avir
is Romsiizz2x. Thow that teacheft another, tedcheft
thow mot thy filfe ? Thos that preacheft anvther
foonld not ff¢ aledoeft chou fleale? This is a ftrange
abfurd thing,this réproofe dothnot fotnd well
inthymouth : thou ft.aleft; and forbiddeft- ftea-
ling 5 thou preacheft againft aduleéry, afid’com-
mitteft it 5 chou (peakeftagaintt fuch”and' fuch
finnes, thou findeft fault with them ‘in*'the chil-
dren'of God,and art guilty' thy felfe, or in thy
children or fervants ;- or neighbours, and art
obmoxious to them in thine owne pra@ice: this
isanabfurd thing : thefé rebukes and reproofes
found'not well out of thy mouth. i
Laftly, it is a figneof impudencie, Pfal. 5o,
What haft thow todoe'to take my covenant into thy
mouth, when thou bageft 10 be reformed, arid haft caff
msy covenant bebind thy back 2 And to the wicked
God faith, What haft thou to doe to take my
ftatates, or covenant, intothy mouth, fince thou

hateft inftru&ion ? What haft thou to doe to
et re-
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and Perfons reproved.

reprove thy brother ¥ 1f hee bee proud, whatis
that to thee, as 1ong as thou art proud thy felfe?
thou goeft and flingeft ftones ac him, flirg them
at thine owne heart firft. It 1s'a figne’ of impu-
dencie, B il ‘

Bur it maybe objected , Shall not a wicked
magiltrace punifh firne, aud a’ wicked Minifter
preach againft ‘the corruprions of the times,
and a wicked mafter rebuke his fervancs, and
a wicked father corre& his children? Becaufe
he is wicked himfelf ; thall hee make himfclfe
more wicked, and coutra@ more guilt upon
Ris foule » y (2

Tanfwer, Thatfucha manis'ina dilemma;
for the man is bound to reprove, in fegard of
his office, and yet he is bound in confcience to
goe and amend himfelfe firft. Ifay, heis bound
to reprove all thofe that God calls him to re-
prove , in regard of hisoffice:butin regard of
confeience hee isbound to goe and amend his
own faulcfirft: Therefore ifitbe a Magiftrate,
fuch as ficupon life or death, or Vifi prius, ora-
ny a&ion between man and man, if he condemne
a malefaor, and there remember himfelfe guil- |
ty, heeisbound in confcience torife trom the |
Bench, and gocandamend his ownfinge. And
wee that are Minifters , when we preach to the |
people , and remember our fclves guilty, letus.
lay our handsupon our mouthes at leaft in votdss
before ever we have the face to go andfind fault

withthe people,it is neceffary it (hould bee fo. |

Therefore, I fay, aman is ina dilemma; if he doe
not

———
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Ufer,

Rom, 2. 3.

Ve 2.
Tobe un-
blameable
ere we re-
prove.

The Duty of Reprovers,

not reprove finne , it is againft his office, and
the perfonhe beares, when God callshimto it;
and if he doereprove , then hee finnes againft
the command of God, that bindes him to bee
blamelefle thac is to beare the place of a re-
prover, -

The ufe of thisis firft, to let us{ee,that a man
that reproves (I fpeake not of Minifters onely,
orof Magiftrates, or Fathers, but of every
tnan that reproves, cither by tongue, inword,
orinthought, if hee finde faulc in his thought
with another manor his finnes , and his ftrange
doings) lec him take heed, hee doth but pull a
judgement upon hisowne head ; he makes him-
felfe inexcufable, as in Rom. 2.3.the Apoftle
there fpeaking of thisvery point , Thinkeft thou,
O man, that judgeft him that doth thefe things, and
doeft them, that thon foalt efcape the judgement of
God ? A man that judgeth another,and doth the
fame things, that man cerrainly (hall not efcape |
the judgement of God,as his brother doth not
efcape his judgement.

Secondly, another ufe {hall ke for counfell.to
every manand woman (for it is every ones cafe,
God hath called every one of us to reprove one
another, Minifters to reprove the people, and
Magiftrates te judgebetween man and man, and
every neighbour is to reprove when he is called
thereto. Now ) let us marke and obferve this
rule, letevery one ofus labour with allcare and
confcience , tobeunblameable, unoffenfive, to

goe humble our ownfoules, to cleanfe ourown
con-

S




“and Perfons veproved. [

confriences,that we may be able to perform this
duty, Belovedy we wrong cur own foules, if we
fiud Fan'c with othersyand fuffer our felves to bec
Faulry. 5
. When Panl was to preach to the people,
| knowing chat his -office of preaching required
reproving,you {ce left he fhould wrong hisown
' foul,how he laboured to beunblameable, faith
he, [ beat pay body dovome,when 1 preach tooihers Jeft
| d become a caft-avay, At .
~ Again, as aman wrongs his owne foule, fo he
difhoncurs God. It cannot be unknown what
an unchank(ull office the coffice of a reprover is
the world cannot abide reproof. The wicked hate
the reprover in the gate, 1a. 29. 21. The world is
fuf! of (corners, that hate repr ofe, Prov. 15.
12, Though fome menbe not {o wicked as to bate
reproofe, yet at leaft they think hardly of them
tharreprove ; they think they ufurp authority
over them, and crow over them, or they under-
f }takc tobee “their betters; asareprover under-
+takes inthatthing to bee a mans better. Now
{ whena man isreproved, heisapt o, think, that
{ hisneighbour crowes over him, and exercifeth
authority upon him,as if he wonld grow on him,
and be his Indge.Youfee Lot when he reproved
i the Sodomites,though as gently as ever he could,
My bretbren, doe not fo wickedly  prefently for all
| that they thought hardly of bim. #hat,will tlé
fellow be a judge that came but iheother day so [vjurn?
4G, 19. Prefently they thought hardly of him. |
\So we fee thé Pxophet, hee doth but finde fd})}t
wish

Ifaize, 21
Prov.1s.
12,

Gen. 79,

- m—
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2 Chron.
25,15,

Joh.g. 34.

The Duty of i{egroi’érs, il

with Amaziab for his fault, and prefently the
Kings eyes are blinded, and his heart hardened,
Whomade yor of the Kings comnfell 2 3 Chron. 25.
15. hee thougtic him a medler, that pried into
State-affaires, and into the Court and Kingdom.
A man cannat reprove his brother for his finne,
butitisa thoufand to one, if his brother bee not
ready prefently to pry into him,and to look nar-
rowly into his wayes, toefpya hole in his coat
if he can, or to make one if he cannor : 211 mens
eyesarcuponhim, and chey looke ftrictly and
{traitly; and if any thing in the world be amiffe,
they will be fure to mark it, and to make more
of ir,to make mountaines of mole-hills, When
the blind man did but find faulc with the Phari-
fees,and reprove thema liccle for perfecuting of|
Chrift, what fay they? Aveshon altogether tonces-
ved and born in finne, and wilt thows teachus 2 Joh.
9. 34. Prefently they looked on his blindnefle,

[and birth, Cerrainly heis a viler finner then o.

t'er men,and fhall he goe find fanle with chem
It we mean toreprove angther, lét us labour to
be unblameable,to be godly and holy,t6 reform]
“ur own wayes;let usbe fure to purge onrowne
families , toclesnfe our ownfotules , torid our
ownehands of all the wayes of finne and iniqui-
ty, left God bedithonoured. The word of God
willbe flung inhis own face back againe, and
thereproofe, it itbenever fo fweet, and never
10 wife, it will be rerorred in a mans own teeth,
it hee benot unblameable himfelfe, And a man

hiad need tobe humble, and' lowly, and gf:n“tlec,l
¢ bl ) ‘ an




and Perfons reproved,

and meek , and to putonall bowels and genile-
nefe of heare, if he will reprove. )

All finnes arenot to be reproved alike, fome
with (harpnefle, {me with lenicy. Hee that isa
Mountebank that will open a veine for every
wheale and pimple. The reprover is like them in
Ifasab jwhen they deale with the Cummin and
Fetches, a little rod will beat them out, bue
when they cometo the Corne, W heat and Rie,
they beat them ous with the Cart-whecle: So
when wee meet with a hard-hearted (piris, wee
muft ufe ftronger corrofives to them,and gentler
admonitions and rebukes towards others that
finne with 3 leffer & weaker hand. Buc thisis a
thing that a2 man muft bee marvellous carefull
that reproves. Ny, letamanbee unblameable
for the prefent, if he have been fanlty before,
if it werefeven, or ten, ortwenty yeares be-
fore, if itbeknowne, it is a thoufand to on®, but
he (hall be hitin the teeth with it when he re-
proves : you commirted adultery, and youdid
ftealeat fuch atime, if it were neverfo long a-
goe, Therefore St. Zaxl would not confent to
rake Mark with him in the miniftery, 4% 15,
becaufe hee had beene offenfive to the Church
before. W ¢ had need be marvellous carefull and
wary if wee will reprove.

1 had thourht to have named other Ules, but
i leave this Expoficion, and take it as it is
paflively interpreted, -
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The Dty of Reprovers,” ',

The fe-
cond ex~
pefition,

1L 93,3,

Dan.g, 23.

Jer.rg.to,

2 I\;mg, 25
28, -

‘terpreters géticrally. I meet But withoneor two |

He that being ofren veproved, hardeneth bis necke,
[oall fidden’y be deffroyed 5 and that without re-
medie. '

THou gh itmay be expounded the other way,

‘A yetEratherinclifieico this. The reafonis, -
Becawfe this is the conftant current of all In-

that expdund it the other wiy's'bite all paffive- |
lys He that being ofienveproved, g"p‘xi'denelﬁ_bis uecke,
&ére. ‘ '

Seeondly, becanfe the word in the originall is,
Amunifreproofs that bardeneth bis own neck Now, |
thongh it beindiffcrent whether ic‘bee alive or
paffive, yet look m'the Scripture, and yon fhall
finde it inore often paffive then attive. ~ 4 man of
veproofes, that is, 2 man often reptoved , in the |.
paffive.As in I/ay ¢3.3. Chriftis 4 man of [orrows,
pot miking others forry,but made forrie paffive-
lys AndfotaDan.g. 23, It is faid Damel was
amandofd fires; that is, not aman defiring other.
men, or other things, not a&tively, defiring; but
paflively, defircd,beloved of God exceedingly.
Saitis{aid of Feremiab, ferem, 15. 10+ hee was 4‘
a man of firife, not'a man friving with others,
but a man ftriven with, Soin 1 King. 2,16, o4
man of death, that is, not killing others, but to be
killed himfelfe. It is taken more frequently in
the paflivefenfe; fo we may more boldly takeit
fo. A4 man of Reproofes, that is, reprovég'a‘g‘éine
and again, thathath received divers reproofes,
and yet hardeueth bis own necke y foald (uddenly bee

defiroyed,

1



and Perfons reproved. [ 261

defiroyed and that withomt vemedy. Here I mighe
ebferve by the way, this pomic of Do8rine,
Thagyiegs Do :
T he Lord doth not desteoyman willingly. Do&rine,
He faich not, A man thall be deltroyed with-| The Lord
out remedy; but a man when heehath (isneda-| dothnot.
gainft God, when he hath commiuted finne, and deftroy
notonely fo, butwhenheeisreproved for his o il
finne; and goeth on. The Lord dothnot deftroy| . b
a man nakedly, buc upen confideration of finne.} G4 4.
Willingiysbe Lord dorh aat: affliét any, Lament.3.| firoyes
Mercy and punifhment they flow from God,as| nocbuc
the homy and the fimg fiom the Bee, the Bee| for fin.
yecldeth hony of her ownnature, but fhee doth I{,‘",‘m:"'
not fting but when fheis provoked : (o'the Lord | ° smile,
isgracious, and good, and favourable,andkind,
and bleffeth his peoplé from his own nature, bat
tre doth not punith,and plague, and deftroy, bur
being provoked by finacand iniquity. Iwill not
{tand to foliow this poine, Tt it go.
o Thetext it felfe con:dins the great mircie of
God.inlending a mana reproot. ot
And what agreat fintie ic is, what a great ill
itis for a manto [inne againftbis reproof, The
greatnefle of theill isfec down two wayes :
Firft, by the great finfulnefeof che thing, it
is called the bardening of @ mans own neck,
Secondly,by the greatnefie of the punithment
that Godinfliks upon this finne, and that s, he
will deftroy him, land withour remedy. Obferv,
For the ficft, namely, what a greas mercie ic| A grear
|isfor God to let a man be reproved of his finnes, | 7771
C TCPI'O-
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T

| Hofea g2,

| gravates a mansfinne when he goes on,notwith-

Reaf.x.
chmofcs
comie from
love.

Rev.3. 19.

The Duty of Reprovers,

It may bee provedbymany places of Seripuire,
onely I find in Scripture it is broughe asan ag-
gravation of finne when they finned againft re-
prool, Hefez 5.2, faithhee, they are profonnd 1o
commit finne, though I bavebeen a rebuker of them
all. Asifhe fhould fay, though I have been fo
mercifull as to {hew them the danger of finne, to
tell them what would come of their wretched
courfes = though I have called them to repen-
taoce, and have given théem warning whar
would be the iffre of thefe things; yet tor all
this, for all my mercie, they have gone on in
their finnesthough 1 havereproved them. This
T henghis aword of agaravation,as we fee in the
{peect of Danielto Belfpszzary Thow , O King,
haft net bmbled thy (ilfe though thow kneweft this :
asit he had faid, though the Lord let thee know
the punithmentupon thy father,and the plagues
of Nebuchadnezzar thy grandfather, though the
Lord have let theeunderftand what it is for thee
to exalt thy felfc againft him ; yet thou ‘art not
bumbled: he aggravates his finne. So, this ag-

{tanding he 1s reproved. Thereafonsare,

Fuft, becaufe when God reproves a manof
finne, the reproofe primarily comes out of loves
therefore when hereproved Laodicea, and told
her (he was|luke-warme, and faid, 7 wosld thon
wert either bot or cold : Andfince fhe was neither,
he would fpue ber out of his mouth; he tells her
whence the reproof flowed 5 becante I live 1 re-
proves dsmazy as Love, I rebuke,Reviz.a9. Ttis

; not




and Perfons reproved. 263

{ notoutof ill will that I tell chee of thy luke-
warmnefle, and threaten to {puc thee out of my
mouth; Itellthee thefe things that thon maylt
avoidchatill, If{ay,Gods reproofes flow pri-
marily from love to men, whereby hee would
have them lay afide their wretched cou:fes, and
avoid che judgements,Nay, itisan argument of
hatred when a man doth notreprovehis bro-
ther of finne. If God let a man goe onin finne,
and never tell him of his drunkennefle, nor ne- .
ver find fau't with his pride and fecnrity, never
convince him,or wound, or!ouch him, nor deal
with bim about his unfecled eftaze, and his rot-
| ten condition, itis a figne God  hates the man:
but when God ‘eprovesa man fromday to day,
Man, thou arta proud creature, thou (halt to
heil for thy pride,and hypocrifiz, and fecuritie,
and hardnefle of heart:Whza the Lord reproves
aman fromday today, rhis is an argument of
love; the otheris an effeft of harred,not to re-
prove. Thou (hals not bate thy brosher in iky bears,
{aith Mofis, but foalt in wmy wife reprove bim, and
not fuffer finze to be upon him, Leyit. 19,17 Thou | Levic, 19.
hateit chy brocher when thou feelt him {inne;and | 17.
doeft not wara him, and knoweft he is guilty of
finfull courfes, and doeft not reprove him; and
whenthon haft time, and place, and opportuni-
ty , and fit circumftances ro reprove, and yet
thou wilc not doeit,it is a figne thou hateft thy
‘brother ; it is the greateft degre: of hatred one
of them. Ifamandeny food for the body,and let
a man rather dig of hunger, then hee will give

S 4 ] him
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