








342 SPIRITUAL PERFECTION.

tion breaks forth! When Jacob was blessing
his sons upon his death-bed, he in a sudden
rapture addresses himself to God, “ O Lord, I
have waited for thy salvation!” Gen. xlix. 18.
As if his soul had ascended to heaven before it
left the body. ** O when shall I appear before
God!” Psa. xlii. 2, was the fainting desire of
the psalmist. [f communion with God in the
earthly tabernacle was so precious, how much
more is the immediate fruition of him in the
celestial temple! If one day in the courts below
be worth a thousand, Psa. Ixxxiv. 10. an hour in
the courts above is worth ten thousand.

Let us therefore, by our serious thoughts,
often represent to ourselves the approaches of
death and judgment. This will make us con-
trive and conteud for perfection in holiness. The
apostle exhorts the Romans to show forth the
power of godliness, from the consideration of the
day of grace they enjoy, and the day of glory
they expect; for now is salvation nearer than
when you believed, Rom. xiii. 11. Let us do
those things now, which when we come to die
we shall wish we had done. Thus doing, we
shall be transmitted from the militant church to
the triumphant, with a solemn testimony of ou:
having adorned the gospel in our lives, with
the victorious testimony of conscience, that we
have fought the good fight, kept the faith, and
have finished our course, 2 Tim. iv. 7. and
received with the glorious testimony of our blessed
Rewarder, * Well done, good and faithtul servaut,
enter into the joy of thy Lord,” Matt. xxv. 21.
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