











Directions for Conversion. 147

ther, that ever thou shouldst find out such
a way for the recovery of undone sinners,
Glory be to thee, O God the Son, whe
hast loved me, and washed me from my sins
in thine own blood, and art now become
my Saviour and Redeemer. Glory be to
thee, O God the Holy Ghost, who, by the
finger of thine Almighty power, hast turned
about my heart from sin to God.

O dreadful Jemovau ! the Lord God
Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
thou art now become my covenant-friend ;
and I, through thine infinite grace, am be-
come thy covenant.servant. Amen. So be
it; and the covenant which I have made
on earth, let it be ratified in Lheaven.”

Tars Covenant *I advise you to make,
not only in heart, but in word ; not only
in word, but in writing; and that you
would with all possible reverence spread the
writing before the Lord, as if you would
present it to him as your act and deed ; and
when you have done this, set your hand to
it, Keep it as a memorial of the solemn trans-
actions that have passed between God and
you, that you may have recourse to it in
doubts and temptations.

Direction XI. Take heed of delaying
thy conversion, and set upon a speedy and
present turning. Remember, and tremble

at the sad instance of the foolish virgins,
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that came not till the door of mercy was
shut, Matt. xxv. and of Felix, who put off
Paul to another season; and we never find
that he had such another season. O come in
while it is called to.day, lest thou shouldst
be hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin; lest thy day of grace shovld be over,
and the things that belong to thy peace
should be hid from thinc eyes. Now mercy
is wooing of thee; now Christ is waiting to
be gracious, and the Spirit of God is striv-
ing with thee; now conscience is stirring ;
now Christ is to be had for the taking. O
strike in with the offers of grace : O now or
never ! If thou make light of this offer, God
may swear in his wrath thou shalt not taste
of his supper.

Direction XII. Allend conscientiously
upon the Word, as the means appointed for
thy Conversion, 1 Cor. iv. 15. Attend not
customarily, but conscientiously ; with this
desire, design, hope, and expectation, that
thou mayest be converted by it. To every
sermon thou hearest, come with this thought:
«O! I hope, God willnow come in: lhope
this day may be the time, this may be the
man by whom God will bring me heme."
When thou art coming to the ordinances,
lift up thy heart thus to God : ¢ Lord, let
this be the Sabbath, let this be the season
wherein I may receive renewing grace; O
let it be said, that to-day such an one was
born unto thee!”

Direction X111, Strike in with the Spirit,
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Direction XIV. Set upon the constant
and diligent use of serious and fervent
prayer. 'This is one of the first things con.
version appears in; it sets men on praying.
Therefore set to this duty ; let never a day
pass over thee, wherein thou hast not, morn-
ing and evening, set apart some time for set
and solemun prayer in secret. Call thy fa.
mily also together daily to worship God with
thee. Woae be unto thee, if thine be found
among the families that call not on God's
name, Jar. x. 25. But cold and lifeless
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